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The way we work and the way we live are o�en inseparably connected. And we take decisions for many 
reasons: emotional, educational, economical or family-related ones, among others. Inevitably, we evolve as 
we grow older, as we gain experience, as we learn to see things di�erently – if that is the case, of course. It’s 
like with wine, it can get better with age but this does not apply to every single one. We have to be ready to 
learn, to accept and to adapt, be openminded and sometimes ready to take chances as well. But how does 
what we do impact who we are? What are the e�ects on our way of thinking, our values and on the choices 
we make – in regard to people, family, environment, consumption, etc. Speaking of winegrowers, let’s not 
forget that being a producer never is a 9 to 5 job, it’s rather around the clock. You cannot simply shut down 
the computer and go home, so to say. And given Austria`s small(er) scale structure, wine estates are usually 
family-run enterprises so the family members not only live close to or directly at the winery but actively take 
part in the winegrower’s approach, impact him or her while taking decisions and more o�en than not even 
assume working activities. 

Not only are there many reasons for taking decisions. Our internal and external motivations can be just as 
varied. Young people tend to dive head�rst into something new wishing to “conquer” the world. Some want 
to turn upside down their previous generation’s way of working (and living), because they see the horizons 
changing and again others ae looking for economical promises. In terms of converting to organic and/or 
biodynamic practices, only a very small number of today’s growers had their parents know-how to built 
upon, many headed into the unknown, from scratch. What drove them, what were they envisioning? 

We have once again interviewed the people in front of and behind the wines, or shall we say the vines? It’s 
both, for sure. Let’s �nd out more about their values and attitudes – wine is a living thing, a�er all.  



What motivated you to convert to organic or biodynamic cultivation 
and how did this change your life? Why do you work the way you do?
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How did you develop as a person and which impact does your 
approach have on your way of living?
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Franz Hofstätter - Wabi-Sabi



Prowein, Düseldorf, Germany 
10.3.-12.3.2024
www.prowein.de

VieVinum, Vienna, Austria
25.5.-27.5.2024

www.vievinum.at

Raw Wine Fair, Copenhagen, Denmark 
9.6.-10.6.2024

www.rawwine.com/fairs
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Karakterre, Eisenstadt, Austria
22.5.-23.5.2024

www.karakterre.com

Vinitaly, Verona, Italy
14.4.-17.4.2024

www.vinitaly.com

TOA – Tastes of Austria
1020 Vienna – Austria
Palais Rohan, Praterstraße 38/30
toaworks@outlook.com
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